Improvements in measuring the health-related quality of life of cancer patients.
There have been considerable improvements in the collection of health-related quality of life (HRQOL) data in oncology over the past 20 years. The facility with which HRQOL information can now be collected from patients has also been associated with an improved understanding of the meaning of HRQOL and the association between HRQOL and patients' treatment and care plans. Therefore the role that HRQOL data can play in routine clinical practice is increasingly being recognized. The appearance of computer-adaptive tests will herald a new era in HRQOL where questionnaires will be individually tailored to each patient utilizing details unique to that person and linked to clinical management systems to allow a comprehensive assessment of HRQOL status.